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strong to undertake an offensive. Polish opinion demanded that
operations should first be started for the relief of Lwow and the
complete recovery and permanent occupation of all Eastern
Galicia. Pilsudski, whose conception of the whole situation was of
far wider range, believed that the Ukrainians were much less
dangerous than the Bolsheviks, and that his immediate business
was to deal with the latter. He fully realized that the Soviet
Government was as Imperialistic as the Tsarist Government had
been, and that it was therefore necessary for Poland to throw the
Bolsheviks back to the east, as far as possible from her central,
most Polish territory.
There was another reason. The Supreme Council had done
nothing about Poland's eastern frontier, for though it was sup-
porting the Russian anti-Soviet forces, it had no definite pro-
gramme about Russia. What would be the position, it asked, if
Bolshevism was overthrown, and it was called on to fulfil the
treaties made with Tsarist Russia? On April 9, 1919, Tsarist and
other Russians, such as Sazonoff and Prince Lvoff, who had
constituted in Paris a "Russian Political Conference," sent a Note
protesting against the attribution of the Kresy to Poland, and
proposing the line of the Bug as the Polish frontier. That frontier
was not what Pilsudski was determined to secure. To make
certain that the Bug would not be the frontier, Pilsudski decided
on presenting the Council with a fait accompli, and took the
offensive in the northern sector of the front, with the liberation of
Vilna from the Bolsheviks as its chief objective.
VILNA CAPTURED
Concentrating his troops rapidly in secret, he carried to brilliant
success a short campaign, which, opening on April 16 with an
assault on Lida, captured next day, gave him Vilna, after hard
fighting, on April 21. Novogrodek was occupied on April 18 and
Baranowicze on the following day, the Bolsheviks being beaten in
a sharp struggle of three days' duration. Towards the end of the
month the Bolsheviks began a counter-offensive for the recapture
of Vilna. On April 27 Pilsudski had to return to Warsaw, and

